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DETAILED ACTION 

• This action is responsive to the following communication: an Amendment filed on 6/24/05. 

• Claims 9-14, 17-20, 24-27, 31-32, 40-42, and 46 are pending. Claims 1-8, 15-16, 21-23, 28-30, 
33-39, 43-45, and 47-63 have been canceled. 

• EDS filed on 7/8/05 has been considered and entered. 

Election/Restrictions 

This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct species of the 
claimed invention: 

Group I, claims 9-14, and 17, drawn to an image processing apparatus for determining whether 
the received image data is generated from image generating apparatus having forgery function or 
not, classified in class 358/1.14, as shown in fig. 5 of 3*^^* Embodiment. 

Group II, claims 18-20, 24-27, and 31-32, drawn to an image processing apparatus for comparing 
different types of specific image pattern, classified in class 382, subclass 182, as described in 
Fourth Embodiment. 

Group III, claims 40-42, and 46, drawn to an image processing method for performing judgment 
whether the inputted image has been performed for pattern detection or not, classified in 358, 
subclass 328, as described in Seventh Embodiment. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C, 121 to elect a single disclosed species for prosecution on 
the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be 
allowable. Currently, no claims are generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification of the 
species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims readable 
thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that 
all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of 
claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the 
limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after 
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the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. MPEP § 
809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably distinct, 
applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species to 
be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either instance, if the 
examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission 
may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

During a telephone conversation with Brian Klock on 08/08/05 a provisional election was made 
without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 9-14, and 17. Affirmation of this 
election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 18-20, 24-27, 31- 
32, 40-42, and 46 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), 
as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

Claims 9-14 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nakai et al (U.S. 
5909602). 

Regarding claim 9, Nakai discloses an image processing apparatus (copy machine 93, fig. 
11), comprising: 

• receiving means (receiving image data from plurality of different sources via I/F interface, i.e., 
ref 91-92, ref 94, fig. 11) for receiving color image data from any of an image generating 
apparatus having a forgery judging function and an image generating apparatus not having a 
forgery judging function; 

• judging means (copy machine 93 also includes PCU 74 of fig. 4 for judging confidential 
contents of received image data, i.e., paper money, col. 31, lines 28-67) forjudging whether a 
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color image composed of the color image data received by said receiving means is a specific 
image; and 

• output means (copy machine 93 also includes image data output portion 72 (fig. 4) for 
outputting image data receiving from plurality of external sources, fig. 11) for outputting the 
color image data so as to make an image forming unit form a color image by using the color 
image data received from said receiving means, wherein the image processing apparatus controls 
formation of the color image according to a result of judgment in the image generating apparatus 
having the forgery judging function (received image data that has a confidential marks will print 
with lower resolution and/or not printing at all, cols. 31-35, for example, image data from copy 
machine 92) if the color image data is generated by the image generating apparatus having the 
forgery judging function (copy machine 93 receives image data from plurality of external 
devices, i.e. copy machine 92-91 which also includes a judgment means PCU 74 or scanner 94, 
fig, 11, cols. 31-35), and controls formation of the color image according to a result of judgment 
by said judging means if the color image data is generated by the image generating apparatus not 
having the forgery judging function (image data received from scanner 94 (which does not 
include any forgery judging function) will be printed normally and/or if the received image data 
contains no confidential contents, then the normal printing is carried out, cols. 31-35, for 
example, image data fi-om copy machine 91). 

Regarding claim 10, Nakai further discloses the image processing apparatus according to 
claim 9, wherein the image generating apparatus is a scanner (scanner 94, fig. 11) or a digital 
camera. 

Regarding claim 1 1, Nakai further discloses the image processing apparatus according to 
claim 9, wherein the specific image is a security such as bank note, and a traveler's check 
(securities, col. 31, lines 10-17). 

Regarding claim 12, Nakai further discloses the image processing apparatus according to 
claim 9, wherein said judging means judges the color image data by pattern matching (col. 31, 
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lines 35-36) or color matching, or judges digital water mark information included in the color 
image. 

Regarding claim 13, Nakai further discloses the image processing apparatus according to 
claim 9, wherein the image generating apparatus having a forgery judging function transmits a 
result of the forgery judgment ahead of the color image data (copy machine 92 includes a lower 
judging means for judging the image data prior sending to copy machine 93 for higher judging 
means, fig. 40, cols. 33-34). 

Regarding claim 14, Nakai further discloses the image processing apparatus according to 
claim 9, wherein said receiving means receives the color image data via a network (network, fig. 

11). 

Regarding claim 17, Nakai further discloses an image processing method, comprising the 

steps: 

• receiving (receiving image data from plurality of different sources via I/F interface, i.e., ref 
91-92, ref 94, fig. 11) color image data from any of an image generating apparatus having a 
forgery judging function and an image generating apparatus not having a forgery judging 
function; 

• judging (copy machine 93 also includes PCU 74 of fig. 4 for judging confidential contents of 
received image data, i.e., paper money, col. 31, lines 28-67) whether a color image composed of 
the color image data received by said received step is a specific image; and 

• outputting (copy machine 93 also includes image data output portion 72 (fig. 4) for outputting 
image data receiving from plurality of external sources, fig. 11) the color image data so as to 
make an image forming unit form a color image by using the color image data received, wherein 
the image processing method further comprises the steps of controlling formation of the color 
image according to a result of judgment in the image generating apparatus having the forgery 
judging function (received image data that has a confidential marks will print with lower 
resolution and/or not printing at all, cols. 31-35) if the color image data is generated by the image 
generating apparatus having the forgery judging function (copy machine 93 receives image data 
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from plurality of external devices, i.e. copy machine 92-91 which also includes a judgment 
means PCU 74 or scanner 94, fig. 1 1, cols. 31-35), and controlling formation of the color image 
according to a result of judgment by said judging step if the color image data is generated by the 
image generating apparatus not having the forgery judging function (image data received from 
scanner 94 will be printed normally and/or if the received image data contains no confidential 
contents, then the normal printing is carried out, cols. 31-35). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 6/24/05 have been fijUy considered but they are not persuasive. 
• Regarding claim 9, the applicants argued the cited prior art of record (US 5909602 to Nakai et 
al) fails to teach and/or suggest "the copy machine 93 returns the result of judging to the copy 
machine 91, but does not receive a judged result from the copy machine 91. Therefore, the copy 
machine 93 does not control formation of a color image according to a result of judgment in an 
image generating apparatus having a forgery judging fiinction because copy machine 93 does not 
even receive a judged result from copy machine 91. Further, copy machine 93 does not control 
formation of a color image according to a result of the judgment by its judging means, because 
copy machine 93 does not perform color image forming based on the judgment result of the 
judging unit". 

In response, the examiner disagrees with applicants' arguments. First, the examiner notes that 
limitations/features as cited in claim 1 do not indicate and/or specify what type of "control 
formation" is performed based upon a result of a judgment. Herein, the examiner interprets 
"control formation" as the received image data that has a confidential mark will print with lower 
resolution and/or not printing at all, and if the received image data that has no confidential mark, 
normal operation is carried out, cols. 31-35. Secondly, Nakai implicitly teaches a copy machine 
93 for receiving image data from copy machine 91 and/or 92, as shown in fig. 1 1, col. 36, lines 
53-60. Copy machine 92 includes a forgery function for judging whether the inputted image 
contains any confidential marks/patterns. If further judgment is required, the inputted image 
from copy machine 92 is transmitted to copy machine 93 for further judging (col. 34, lines 1-15). 
Copy machine 91 do not have any forgery function for judging whether the inputted image 
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contain any confidential marks/patterns. Inputted image from copy machine 91 is to be judged by 
copy machine 93 for any confidential marks/patterns (col. 32, lines 10-62 and col. 33, lines 40- 
61, col. 35, lines 30-42). Notes: PCU 74 judges that the input image as being the copy-prohibited 
image, the PCU 74 indicates that the copying of the subject document is prohibited on the liquid 
crystal display or alters the outputted image with lower resolution, cols. 31-32. 

• Independent claims 18, 25, 40 have been amended to include new limitations/features; as a 
result, election of species is raised, and therefore, claims 18, 25, and 40 have been withdrawn 
from consideration. Please refer to election of species for more details. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thierry L. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272-7439. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 AM - 6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571)272-7437, The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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